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SUBJ: CONTINUED KUWAITI AIR FORCE INTEREST IN EMERSON AIR DEFENSE 
GUN SYSTEM 

REF: 77 STATE 204022 

1 . THIS MESSAGE CONTAINS PROPRIETARY INFORMATION, SUPPLIED BY 
THE EMERSON ELECTRIC COMPANY, WHICH SHOULD NOT BE DISSEMINATED 
TO OTHER FIRMS. 

2. AN EMERSON TEAM MET WITH KUWAIT AIR FORCE (KAF) PERSONNEL 
APRIL 2 TO 5, 1978, FOLLOWING UP ON EARLIER DISCUSSIONS 
PURSUANT TO USG APPROVAL IN PRINCIPLE OF A SALE OF THE 
EMERAD-30 ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUN SYSTEM TO THE GOK (REFTEL). IN 
PREPARATION FOR THIS MEETING, THE EMERSON TEAM HAD REFINED 
ITS PROPOSAL TO THREE OPTIONAL PACKAGES. THE KAF TOLD EMERSON 
THAT IT FAVORED THE MOST COSTLY AND ELABORATE OF THE THREE 
AND WOULD SEEK MOD APPROVAL FOR PROCUREMENT. 

3. THE KAF FAVORS A PACKAGE WHICH EMERSON VALUES AT $436 
MILLION. INCLUDING $404 MILLION FOR HARDWARE AND $32 MILLION 
FOR "SYSTEMS SUPPORT."' IT WOULD BE DESIGNED TO PROVIDE AIR 
DEFENSE AGAINST A "MAJOR ATTACK" ON KUWAIT'S TWO NEW MILITARY 
AIRBASES. THE PROPOSAL ASSUMES THAT THE COMPLEMENTARY IHAWK 
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SYSTEM, NOW IN PROCESS OF DELIVERY TO KUWAIT, "CAN BE EXPECTED 
TO DESTROY SOME OF THE ATTACKING AIRCRAFT" PRIOR TO EMPLOYMENT 
OF THE EMERSON SYSTEM. THE KAF-PREFERRED PACKAGE CONTAINS 48 
GUNS; 16 RADAR TRACK SYSTEMS; FOUR RADAR SEARCH SYSTEMS; 
AUTOMATIC SYSTEM OPERATION; CONSTRUCTION OF BUNKERS, REVETMENTS, 
AND A LOGISTICS CENTER, AND CABLE LAYING; A COMPUTERIZED 
COMMAND AND CONTROL CENTER; AND A LOGISTICS PROGRAM WHICH 
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INCLUDES TRAINING, SPARES AND EMERSON SUPPORT STAFF. KUWAITI 
MANPOWER TO BE TRAINED TO OPERATE AND MAINTAIN THE $436 MILLION 
PACKAGE WOULD TOTAL ONLY 175 OFFICERS AND MEN. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE THIS POSSIBLE SALE IS STILL IN THE 
PRELIMINARY STAGES, WE ARE INFORMING THE DEPARTMENT NOW OF 
ITS DEVELOPMENT BECAUSE OF ITS MAGNITUDE. BASED ON OUR 
UNDERSTANDING OF CURRENT US LAW AND POLICY, OUR PRESUMPTION 
REMAINS THAT THIS PROPOSED TRANSACTION WOULD BE A 
COMMERCIAL EXPORT RATHER THAN AN FMS SALE, THOUGH THE 
POSSIILITY EXISTS THAT THE GOK WILL REQUEST THE USG TO 
MAKE IT FMS. AS WE HAVE NOTED BEFORE, THE WEALTHY GOK CAN 
AFFORD TO PURCHASE DEFENSE SYSTEMS WHICH HAVE A HIGH LEVEL 
OF TECHNOLOGY AND LOW LEVEL OF PERSONNEL. THIS PROPOSED 
SALE IS A PRIME EXAMPLE OF THE USE OF MONEY TO MITIGATE 
KUWAIT'S MAIN ABSORPTIVE CAPACITY PROBLEM, THE SHORTAGE OF 
MANPOWER, WHILE PROVIDING NECESSARY SHORT RANGE AIR DEFENSE. 
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